ATTENTION COACHES: CHANGES TO THE  LAWS OF THE GAME.
The International Association Football Board (IFAB) has approved several changes to the Laws of the Game which are effective July 1.  Two will have a noticeable affect during play and one attempts to clarify offside.  You can expect to see referees applying these law changes (as well as the other changes not so clearly related to coaching) right away, although some may not begin applying them until they recertify.
1.  Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct

Present Text: A tackle from behind which endangers the safety of an opponent must be sanctioned as serious foul play.


New Text:  A tackle from behind which endangers the safety of an opponent must be sanctioned as serious foul play.

Reason:  A tackle from behind but also from the side or front which injures or could have injured an opponent must be sanctioned as serious foul play.  (Note that whether or not contact with the ball is made is not relevant in calling this foul.)

2.  Law 15 – The Throw-in


Procedures: The following has been added to the procedures: “All opponents must stand no less than two meters (two yards) from the point at which the throw-in is taken.”


Reason:  The only occasions where players currently need not retreat a prescribed distance…is at a dropped ball or a throw-in, and the change brings the throw-in in line with other laws.  This change is also intended to avoid possible incidents of misconduct on throw-ins.
3.  Law 11 – Offside


New IFAB Decision 1.  In the definition of offside position, “nearer to his opponents’ goal line” means that any part of the head, body, or feet is nearer to his opponents’ goal line than both the ball and the second last defender.  The arms are not included in this definition.

Reason.  There is no advantage to be gained if only the arms are in advance of the opponent or over the midfield line.


New IFAB Decision 2.  The definitions of involvement in active play are as follows:

· Interfering with play means playing or touching the ball passed or touched by a teammate.

· Interfering with an opponent means preventing an opponent from playing or being able to play the ball by clearly obstructing the opponent’s line of vision or movements or making a gesture or movement which, in the opinion of the referee, deceives or distracts an opponent.

· Gaining an advantage by being in that position means playing a ball that rebounds to him off a goal post or the crossbar having been in an offside position or playing a ball that rebounds to him off an opponent having been in an offside position.

Reason.  These changes clarify but do not change the accepted approach to offside and involvement in active play.  Reference to “playing or touching the ball” does not mean that an offside infraction cannot be called until an attacker in an offside position actually touches the ball.
