Proposed Rule Changes
By-Law Changes

Spring 2009 Season
Proposed Rule Changes
C. CLUB ENTRY AND OBLIGATIONS  - Proposed by the WAGS BOD 

Motioned passes.
a. Entry forms must be received at the WAGS office by November 1st or April 1st for review by the New Club Entry Committee and WAGS Club Representative action at respective January or June Club Representative meetings with the actual dates to be set by the WAGS President.

ADD:   If a club is denied entry at either meeting, it must wait a year before re-applying to the league.
ADD:  the Club will serve a one-year probationary period. Clubs may enter teams or apply for the waiting list, depending on age group space availability, during the probationary period, as they would during normal membership.
Change to Read: 

4.  Entry forms must be received at the WAGS office by November 1st or April 1st for review by the New Club Entry Committee and WAGS Club Representative action at the January Club Representative meeting, or by April 1st for review by the New Club Entry Committee and WAGS Club Representative action at the June Club Representative meeting, with the actual meeting dates to be set by the WAGS President. If a club is denied entry at either meeting, it must wait a year before re-applying to the league.
5. Once entry of the Club is approved, the Club will serve a one-year probationary period. Clubs may enter teams or apply for the waiting list, depending on age group space availability, during the probationary period, as they would during normal membership.
Recommended by the WAGS BOD 
D.3.
Player Eligibility and Team Composition   - Proposed by the WAGS BOD
Motion passes. SSA opposes.
g. Club Pass System – Carded players on U-9 through U-11 U-12 teams are permitted to guest play or any U-9 through U-11 U-12 teams within their club for which they are aged qualified.  The main objective of the club pass system is to allow coaches to move players freely within their own club based on specific team needs and in the interest of player development.  Players using club passes are considered guest players and can only play for one WAGS team per day.  During spring season play, an age appropriate U-12 player cannot play for another U-12 team in the same division or a U-12 team in a lower division.  Teams found to be in violation of WAGS Rule D.3.c. will forfeit that game.
D.3.
Player Eligibility and Team Composition – Submitted by BRYC
a. For U-13 through U-15, the team rosters shall not have more than eighteen (18) youth players on the team roster at any given time during the seasonal year.  For U-16 and older teams, the roster may have up to twenty-two (22) youth players on the team roster at any given time during the seasonal year.  The game day roster (WAGS Game Report Card) shall have a maximum of eighteen (18) players. 


1.  For U-11 and U-12 a maximum of fourteen (14) eligible players may be listed on a roster at any one time.  For U-11 teams, t The maximum includes up to three (3) guest players using the club pass as provided under Section D.3.f.  An asterisk (*) must be placed next to the guest players on the Game Report Card.

g. Club Pass System – Carded players on U-9 through U-11 U-12 teams are permitted to guest play or any U-9 through U-11 U-12 teams within their club for which they are aged qualified.  The main objective of the club pass system is to allow coaches to move players freely within their own club based on specific team needs and in the interest of player development.  Players using club passes are considered guest players and can only play for one WAGS team per day.  During Spring Season play, an age appropriate U12 player cannot play for another U12 team in the same division or a U12 team in a lower division.
WAGS BOD supports this proposed rule change to include the U-12 age group.
U-12 Age Group

NO player shall be registered who was born on or after August 1, 1997 (1998). All WAGS U-11 teams must have a minimum of seven (7) players born August 1, 1995(1996).  through July 31, 1996 (1997). listed on their Official State Roster.  No guest players using the club pass under Section 3.f shall be born on or after August 1, 1997. (1998).
The WAGS BOD supports this proposed rule change with corrections noted in RED
D.5 Transfers and Ads  - Submitted by BETH      No motion – proposal dies.
e. A player may be listed as an eligible player on only one Official State Roster for WAGS league play and, if listed on a roster at the beginning of league play, may not transfer to any other WAGS team for league play during that WAGS season.  However, if a player has been officially voluntarily or involuntarily released from an  Official State Roster prior to the beginning of league play and this voluntary or involuntary release has been signed and dated by the designated Registrar on the Player/Team Status Form and the Official State Roster, then that player may transfer to another WAGS team during that season.

  Change to Read:  e. A player may play for only one active WAGS team during any given season.

f. .A team wishing to add unregistered players to its Roster must submit its original and  five (5) copies (MSYSA) listing the additions, completed USYS Registration Passes with appropriate proof of birth to their  designated Registrar. The Virginia teams should use the on-line registration process
f. Change to Read: A player who wishes to transfer on to a WAGS team must have her Player/Team Status Form signed and approved by the registrar prior to the WAGS season start date (listed on the WAGS Calendar of Events).  A player may transfer to another team after the WAGS start date ONLY if her releasing team is currently not participating in the current WAGS season (e.g., the releasing team is sitting out of WAGS).  

WAGS does not support this proposed rule change on the ground that it conflicts with the spirit of the league’s recruitment policy.
g.
If a team disbands, the coach of that team must turn in the Official State Roster and USYS Player Passes to the designated Registrar.  Notification must also be given to the WAGS President.  Players of a disbanded team are USYS registered players and those that wish to play with another team are considered to be transfers and should be performed in accordance with the rules set forth in the WAGS Registration Manual. If a team disbands during the WAGS season, any player may then transfer after all paper work is turned into the appropriate Registrar.

Change to Read: .g.  A team wishing to add unregistered players to its Roster must submit its original and  five (5) copies (MSYSA) listing the additions, completed USYS Registration Passes with appropriate proof of birth to their  designated Registrar. The Virginia teams should use the on-line registration process.
Add:  

h.  .If a team disbands, the coach of that team must turn in the Official State Roster and USYS Player Passes to the designated Registrar.  Notification must also be given to the WAGS President.  Players of a disbanded team are USYS registered players and those that wish to play with another team are considered to be transfers and should be performed in accordance with the rules set forth in the WAGS Registration Manual. If a team disbands during the WAGS season, any player may then transfer after all paper work is turned into the appropriate Registrar.

The WAGS BOD does not support this rule change.  The proposed language duplicates existing rule D.5.g.
D.8 Teams Transferring Clubs – Proposed by BRYC 
Motion passes -  WSC and ASC opposed.
Each club shall be allowed a maximum of two (2) teams in each Age Group.  A club may petition the WAGS Board of Directors to add an additional EXISTING WAGS team to their club.  Procedures for transferring clubs are as follows:
1. Letter/e-mail from losing club acknowledging that the team is leaving their club and a statement that the team is in good standing, or stating specific financial and/or disciplinary issues with the team either at the club or league level

2. Letter/e-mail from gaining club stating that the team has been accepted by the gaining club; gaining club states that they will have sufficient fields and if appropriate, referees

3. Team roster from end of most recent season
 Change to read:   Team roster from the last league game of the most recent season.
4. Letter/statement signed by majority of families from roster in #3 expressing their intent and agreement to move team to gaining club and be part of that team.  Majority is defined as 50%+1 of the families from the most recently completed season.

It is the responsibility of the gaining club representative to obtain all of the above documentation and submit it to the WAGS Office prior to consideration by the WAGS Board of Directors.  All documents MUST be submitted to the WAGS Office five (5) business days prior to the field form submission due date for the next season.
WAGS BOD does not support this proposed rule change.
FPYC addresses #3 with roster to be from the last league game of most recent season.
Addendum to motion to leave first sentence of rule as it stands and to address during subsequent proposed change – addendum motion approved.

G.  Division Size & Structure  - Proposed by the WAGS BOD   Motion fails.
1. Each club shall be allowed a maximum two (2) teams in each Age Group. A club may petition the WAGS Board of Directors to add an additional EXISTING WAGS team to their club.  Teams from Clubs with presently more than two (2) teams in an Age Group will be allowed to remain in WAGS.  Clubs may only add a second team to an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List if its existing team in that same Age Group is currently playing in one of the top three (3) divisions.  If a Club’s two (2) teams are in the top three (3) divisions, they may request a waiver from the WAGS Board of Directors to add a third team to a waiting list. The requirement for the Club’s existing team(s) to be in one of the top three (3) divisions before an additional team can be entered in an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List is waived for any age group fewer than 50 teams. For specifics regarding submission, please refer to WAGS Rule C.1.c.   In the U-9 through U-11 age group, play will be non-result oriented with no seedings, scores, or standings being published for the entire U-11 seasonal year. Beginning Fall 2008 no team will be relegated until the end of the U-13 seasonal year. No club may enter a new U-12 U-13team into WAGS unless that Club has a rising U-12 U-13 team that participated in WAGS league play for the entire U-11 U-12 seasonal year.  The exception would be for a new club entering WAGS.  In the U-12 age group, scores will be kept in the fall season for the purpose of seeding the teams in the Spring Season. No wait list will begin prior to the completion of the U-13 seasonal year.
Change to Read:  

 No club may enter a new U-12 U-13team into WAGS unless that Club has a rising U-12 U-13 team that participated in WAGS league play for the entire U-11 U-12 seasonal year.  The exception would be for a new club entering WAGS.  In the U-12 age group, scores will be kept in the fall season for the purpose of seeding the teams in the Spring Season. No wait list will begin prior to the completion of the U-13 seasonal year.

The BOD wanted to keep consistent with transitioning from small sided play. Old rule was when U-12 played full sided.
G. DIVISION SIZE & STRUCTURE    - Proposed by the WAGS BOD   

Motion passes.
2. Each club shall be allowed a maximum two (2) teams in each Age Group. A club may petition the WAGS Board of Directors to add a third (3) team in the U-09 through U-12 age group providing the club has sufficient fields as per WAGS Rule C.1.c..  A club may petition the WAGS Board of Directors to add an additional EXISTING WAGS team to their club.  Teams from Clubs with presently more than two (2) teams in an Age Group will be allowed to remain in WAGS.  Teams in the U-14 and above age groups may only add a second team to an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List if its existing team in that same Age Group is currently playing in one of the top three (3) divisions.  If a Club’s two (2) teams are in the top three (3) divisions, they may request a waiver from the WAGS Board of Directors to add a third team to a waiting list. The requirement for the Club’s existing team(s) to be in one of the top three (3) divisions before an additional team can be entered in an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List is waived for any age group fewer than 50 teams.  For specifics regarding submission, please refer to WAGS Rule C.1.c.   In the U-9 through U-11 age group, play will be non-result oriented with no seedings, scores, or standings being published for the entire U-11 seasonal year.  Beginning Fall 2008 no team will be relegated until the end of the U-13 seasonal year.  No club may enter a new U-13 team into WAGS unless that Club has a rising U-13 team that participated in WAGS league play for the entire U-12 seasonal year.  The exception would be for a new club entering WAGS.  In the U-12 age group, scores will be kept in the fall season for the purpose of seeding the teams in the Spring Season.  No wait list will begin prior to the completion of the U-13 seasonal year.

Reason:  Permit additional teams in the developmental age groups.
C. CLUB ENTRY AND OBLIGATIONS          Motion passes
   1.c.  Any club not providing sufficient field (field for every 4 WAGS/NCSL teams) will not be permitted to enter any new teams to the wait list.  Any clubs with teams currently on the wait list will have their team held until the field requirements are met.  One field is defined as five (5) game slots.

Change to Read:  Any club not providing sufficient field (field for every 4 WAGS/NCSL teams) will not be permitted to enter any new teams.  Any clubs with teams currently on the wait list will have their team held until the field requirements are met.  One field is defined as five (5) game slots.

Change if G.2 proposal from WAGS BOD passes .
Correct to “Any club not providing sufficient fields…” and “(1 field for every 4…)”
G.2 DIVISION SIZE & STRUCTURE    - Proposed by BRYC WITHDRAWN BY BRYC
Each club shall be allowed a maximum of three (3) teams at the U9-U12 Age Groups and a maximum of two (2) teams at the U13-U19 Age Groups.  A club may petition the WAGS Board of Directors to add an additional EXISTING WAGS team to their club.  Teams from Clubs with presently more than two (2) teams in an Age Group will be allowed to remain in WAGS.  Clubs may only add a second team to an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List if its existing team in that same Age Group is currently playing in one of the top three (3) divisions.   For U13 Age Groups and above, if a Club’s two (2) teams are in the top three (3) divisions, they may request a waiver from the WAGS Board of Directors to add a third team to a waiting list. The requirement for the Club’s existing team(s) to be in one of the top three (3) divisions before an additional team can be entered in an Age Group or Age Group Waiting List is waived for any age group fewer than 50 teams.  For specifics regarding submission, please refer to WAGS Rule C.1.c.   In the U-9 through U-11 age group, play will be non-result oriented with no seedings, scores, or standings being published for the entire U-11 seasonal year.  Beginning Fall 2008 no team will be relegated until the end of the U-13 seasonal year.  No club may enter a new U-12 team into WAGS unless that Club has a rising U-12 team that participated in WAGS league play for the entire U-11 seasonal year.  The exception would be for a new club entering WAGS.  In the U-12 age group, scores will be kept in the fall season for the purpose of seeding the teams in the Spring Season.  No wait list will begin prior to the completion of the U-13 seasonal year.
The WAGS BOD does not support this proposed rule change.
I. Game Information – Proposed by the WAGS BOD   Motion passes.
3.  Official Roster and Coach/Team Official/Player Passes
Delete: A carded team official has the right to check the other team’s player passes against the roster, before, during halftime and at the successful completion of the match.   
Each team must have a current Official Roster, USYS Player Passes, or equivalent, and appropriate Coach/Team Official Passes at every game.  Prior to the start of the game, the referee or linesman is required to check player passes against each player and roster.  This requirement is not optional and a referee’s refusal to check player’s passes shall be immediately reported to the League following the game.  A carded team official has the right to check the other team’s player passes against the roster, before, during halftime and at the successful completion of the match.   The USYS Player Passes, or equivalent, Team Official Passes and the Official State Roster must remain at the field until the successful completion of the match
Change to Read: Each team must have a current Official Roster, USYS Player Passes, or equivalent, and appropriate Coach/Team Official Passes at every game.  Prior to the start of the game, the referee or linesman  assistant referee is required to check player passes against each player and roster.  This requirement is not optional and a referee’s refusal to check player’s passes shall be immediately reported to the League following the game The USYS Player Passes, or equivalent, Team Official Passes and the Official State Roster must remain at the field until the successful completion of the match
Remove “prior to start of game” – start with “referee or assistant referee…”
Proposed By-Law Changes
Recommended by the WAGS BOD
II.   Activities      Motion passes.
WAGSL, as an amateur youth traveling soccer organization, shall sponsor a traveling team league for is members, an annual tournament for members to include traveling teams from other parts of the United States and foreign countries to be known as the Rael Vodicka Memorial Tournament, and other appropriate activities to further corporate objectives as stated in the Articles of Incorporation

Change to Read:  WAGSL, as an amateur youth traveling soccer organization, shall sponsor a traveling team league for its members, an annual tournament, to be known as the Rael Vodicka Memorial Tournament, for members and traveling teams from other parts of the United States and foreign countries, and other appropriate activities to further corporate objectives as stated in the Articles of Incorporation.


(Amended March 25, 1992)

(Amended 2008; name of tournament repositioned for clarity)

Duties of the Corporate Officers          
1.  President – The president shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation, shall preside over general and executive meetings, shall be authorized to issue checks from WAGSL accounts, and shall appoint such committees as deemed necessary.

CHANGE TO READ:    Motion passes.
1. President – The president shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation, shall preside over general and executive meetings, shall be authorized to issue checks from WAGSL accounts (subject to authorization and signature policies specified by the Board), and shall appoint such committees as deemed necessary.

(Amended 2008 by restriction of check issuing authority)

2.  Vice President for VYSA Members – The Vice President for VYSA Members shall, in the absence of the President perform the duties of the President with respect to general and executive meetings.  The Vice President for VYSA Members shall assist the President, as directed, as the WAGSL Representative to VYSA.        
CHANGE TO READ:   Motion passes.
2. Vice President for VYSA Members – The Vice President for VYSA Members shall, in the absence of the President and the Vice President for MSYSA Members, perform the duties of the President with respect to general and executive meetings; shall be authorized to issue checks from WAGSL accounts (subject to authorization and signature policies specified by the Board), and shall assist the President, as directed, as the WAGSL Representative to VYSA.

(Amended March 25, 1992)

(Amended 2008 by modification of VP duties and addition of check issuing authority)3.   Vice President for MSYSA Members – The Vice President for MSYSA Members shall, in the absence of the President and Vice President for VYSA Members, perform the duties of the President with respect to general meetings.  The Vice President of MSYSA Members shall assist the President, as directed, as the WAGSL Representative to MSYSA.



CHANGE TO READ:      Motion passes.
3. Vice President for MSYSA Members – The Vice President for MSYSA Members shall, in the absence of the President, perform the duties of the President with respect to general meetings; shall be authorized to issue checks from WAGSL accounts (subject to authorization and signature policies specified by the Board), and shall assist the President, as directed, as the WAGSL Representative to MSYSA.

(Amended March 25, 1992)

(Amended 2008 by modification of VP duties and addition of check issuing authority)

4. Secretary – The Secretary shall keep and maintain all corporate non-financial records, minutes, and other operational instruments, and perform such administrative duties as directed by the President.

5.  Treasurer shall keep the corporate financial records, receive and disburse funds, maintain a record of the financial status of members, and perform other financial activities as directed by the President.  The Treasurer shall be authorized to sign corporate checks.
CHANGE TO READ:       Motion passes.
5. Treasurer – The Treasurer shall keep the corporate financial records, authorize the disbursement of funds, maintain a record of the financial status of members, and perform other financial activities as directed by the President.

(Amended 2008 by addition of authorization power and deletion of check issuing authority)

6. The Director of Rules and Discipline – The Director of Rules and Discipline shall prepare the League Rules and shall be responsible for the disposition of any situation arising due to violation of the League Rules.  The Director of Rules and Discipline will appoint judiciary committees to hear all interested parties on any such violation and impose penalties for such violations as specified in the League Rules.  The Director of Rules and Discipline shall be responsible for maintaining a database of disciplinary measures taken by the league, including sanctions for game misconduct and other violations of the league’s rules.      Motion passes.
VIII. Executive Meeting        Motion passes.
A. The Corporate Officers, at least four being present, may hold open meetings to facilitate the day-to-day operations of the corporation.  All actions taken at such meetings shall require a vote of the majority of the officers present. Any action taken at such meetings shall be made known to the membership at the next General Meeting and such decisions are subject to approval of a majority of quorum.

ADD:

B. Approval of the Board and ratification at the next General Meeting are required for any capital expenditure of $25,000 or more.
XI. Finances

a. The President will establish a committee each season to review the financial records and condition of the corporation to make a report to the members at the January meeting. Any proposed fee increase (except fee increases from any governing bodies) will be submitted to the membership two weeks prior to this meeting for adoption by the membership.  Motion Passes
b. No Team shall be allowed to play in WAGSL sponsored game unless all WAGSL fees have been paid.  A team that has committed to play may forfeit fees if it fails to fulfill its assigned schedule.

ADD:

c. No disbursement of league funds in payment of non-recurring expenses shall be made unless authorized by the Treasurer.  Motion Passes
Financials – Requested by BRYC      WITHDRAWN BY BRYC
BRYC requests that the league distribute to all clubs a detailed 2009 Budget and 2008 Financial (Balance and P&L) statement.   This is in accordance with the league bylaws.   These documents must be delivered to the clubs at least two (2) weeks prior to the January 25, 2009 meeting.
Because the by-law changes are not occurring until this date, please see XI.a. above.
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