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NCSL/WAGS NORTHERN VIRGINIA/DC

Soccer Referee Newsletter
Spring 2010




This newsletter provides information for referees about the National Capital Soccer League (NCSL) and the Washington Area Girls Soccer League (WAGS).  These are premier TRAVEL leagues for boys and girls ages 9 to 19.  A majority of the games--250-350 each weekend--are on Sundays, but some are played on Saturdays. We invite all interested referees to participate.

Your Assignors.  Your principal Northern Virginia and DC assignors are:




Sharon Deplitch
sharon.deplitch@verizon.net

703-455-2831




Tarey Houston
tareyassignor@aol.com

301-702-2771

Other Virginia assignors: If you live in these areas, please send your profile sheet to them.



Chantilly home games, Alan Liotta, cyasoceref@aol.com



Haymarket  home games, Kevin Driscoll, kgdriscoll@comcast.net 



Stafford, Spotsylvania, Fredericksburg, Jack Hitchens, justhitchens@adelphia.net


Fauquier home games, Anita Hood, assignteam@darkassociates.com



Winchester home games, Doug Koch, dkoch@valleyhealthlink.com

League Rules and Procedures:  To find all NCSL & WAGS rules and procedures go to the following websites:  www.ncsl-soccer.com (boys travel league) OR www.wagsl.com  (girls travel league).  PLEASE: make sure you read their rules before the season begins.

Important Information:

· NEW address for the Arbiter: www.arbitersports.com

· There is a new procedure for registering as a referee and signing up to become a new referee.

	REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 

To be certified as a USSF and Metro DC-Virginia State Referee Program referee you must complete all of the following five steps:

1.  Register as a referee at USSF https://www.ussoccer.info/Login.aspx
a.   Returning referees use the login and ID that is printed on the form to which your referee registration card was attached.

b.   New referees select “New user? SIGN UP”

c.    Follow the directions on the website.

d.   PRINT CONFIRMATION PAGE AND BRING THE PRINTED PAGE TO CLASS.

 

NOTE: If you have lost you login ID or password use the “forgot password?” at https://www.ussoccer.info/Login.aspx
 

2. Pay Registration Fee, which for Referee Grade 8, 9 or 12 is $65.00. You must pay by credit card while registering at US Soccer. If you cannot pay by credit card please contact the instructor of the class that you wish to attend. 

NOTE: Before the next step you must wait 24 hours while the databases are updated.
3.  Sign up for class at the MDCVSRP website.https://www.youthleaguesusa.com/mdcva/2009/Profile.html      

a.  Returning referees login using the same login ID and password as you used in step one.

b.  New referees use the login assigned to you at the USSF site.

c.   Open your profile and select a class.

d.   PRINT OUT CLASS CONFIRMATION PAGE AND BRING THE PRINTED PAGE TO CLASS.
 

4.    Attend the entire class that you sign up for in step 3.

 

5.    Take and pass the appropriate referee test as part of the referee class.


· When are ARs assigned to younger games?  ARs will only be assigned to STAR games if the game is scheduled along with games that require assigned ARs in order to help with referee rotations.  DO NOT try to recruit your own ARs unless the teams do not have their STARs present.
· STARs:  NCSL will continue its Special Team Assistant Referee (STAR) program for ages 12 through 14 for the Spring 2010 season. WAGS will be using STARs on their 12 and 13 year old games, BUT will NOT be using them on the 14 year old games, ARs will be assigned.

· Bonus Program:  The bonus for working 25 or more combined NCSL/WAGS regular season games is $200.00.  The application for the bonus is on the WAGS website: www.wagsl.com.  Referees are responsible for submitting the proper forms to the assignors for payment at the end of the season.

· ArbiterSports Game Report:  All center referees are responsible for filling out the on-line game reports in the ArbiterSports system.  These reports should be filled out within 48 hours, so we can check for any problems and alert the leagues. IF the CENTER referee DOES NOT fill out the game report, the CENTER referee will NOT be paid for that game.

Profile Sheet.  All Profile sheets are BLANK this year. so please fill out the enclosed profile sheet and return to us if you wish to work NCSL/WAGS games.  Use of the Profile Sheet is your way to tell us when, if, and how you want to be assigned games during each season.  VERY IMPORTANT:  Sending us the Profile Sheet DOES NOT commit you to working any NCSL or WAGS games.  You will always have the right to request and accept assignments when and if you want. This year, you can submit your profile sheet by regular mail or fax (using the enclosed profile sheet), or when you receive the email version of the profile sheet, you can click REPLY, fill in the form in the email message area, and then send your profile form by email back to BOTH sharon.deplitch@verizon.net and tareyassignor@aol.com.

Getting Assignments.  The Profile Sheet is the key for getting the number and types of assignments you want:  It is the principal way for you to tell us the ages you like to referee, where (which cities or fields) you want to referee, and other information we need. If you are already working as a referee with Sharon and Tarey, send us both a signed e-mail telling us how you would like to be assigned. Click “READY to be Assigned” on your arbiter account, make sure your personal information is updated with current address and phone numbers and add your blocks to your calendar. Alternately, you can return a completed profile sheet.

Uncovered Games.  Each week, your assignor will send out by email a list of games that we are still trying to cover.  When requesting or responding to the e-mail listing of the games, you should give us a few game selections because we answer all e-mails in the order that we receive them and your first choice may already be taken. Make sure you let us know who you are by signing your e-mail request.

	Instructions for Completing the Online ArbiterSports Game Reports


Reminders:  
Make sure that all assigned referees have signed the card.



Make sure that you send the game card to the leagues in a timely manner.

ALL CENTER referees MUST fill out the on-line ArbiterSports game report (this is for ALL GAMES) within 48 hours of the conclusion of the game.  If you do not fill out the report, we may not be able to pay you because we won’t be able to verify you were there.

To complete your online game report, log into the ArbiterSports system, and do the following:
1.
Log into the online ArbiterSports system and select the right game assignor's group (you must select the correct assignor).

2.
Click on your Schedule on the black bar across the top.
3.
Click "Show All" to make sure all of your games (past and present) are displayed.

4.
Click on the red "R," in the Notes column, and the game report will appear.

5.
Fill in the game report with the following information:

· Game scores.

· Confirm that the ARs were present by selecting On Time, Late, or No Show from the drop down menu.

· If an AR did not show and a replacement referee was found, write the replacement referee's name and phone number in the Comments area, plus have that referee sign the game card.

· Indicate any yellow and red cards given during game in the Comments area of the game report.

· Indicate any problems with coaches and/or parents in the Comments area of the game report.

· You may also note field conditions in Comments area (if needed).

· For the games that are using STARS (such as NCSL 12/13/14 year old & WAGS 12/13 year old games), note on the paper game card and in the Arbiter game report that the STAR referees were present and if they were dressed appropriately.  Note:  STARS do not sign their names to the game cards.

· When you are finished filling in the Arbiter game report, do not check "Resolve" at the bottom of the game report.
6.
 Click the Save button.

NOTE: For NCSL/WAGS and ODSL games, you must send in the game cards by mail.


 ALL RED cards need to be reported directly to the league on the game day, contact

             names are on the game card. 
Assessments.  More and more of you are upgrading to Grade 7 and above.  Therefore, assigning assessment games now needs to be managed a little more closely.  Please let us know at the beginning of the season that you need an assessable game.  Assessment fees must be mailed to the State Referee office prior to the assessment date.  Once you have been assigned an assessable game, you will need to contact an assessor to arrange for the assessment – contact Chuck Watts: chuck22193@verizon.net.  Let your assignor know that the assessment game has been confirmed.  We will monitor that game to ensure that you are supported by two Assistant Referees on that game.

Yearly Re-Certification.  Your current badge should be 2010 before the beginning of the season. Re‑certification classes are listed on the State Referee Program website www.vadcsoccerref.com.

Referee Experience and Age Policy.  NCSL and WAGS games are generally more competitive than other youth soccer games.  Therefore, young referees should have at least one season’s experience working recreational games before signing up for the travel leagues.  We assign young referees as assistant referees with experienced center referees, so they can get the necessary experience to step into the center when they are prepared, skilled, and experienced enough.  Referees who center NCSL and WAGS games must have demonstrated skill, maturity, and the necessary experience to center travel games. 

Technical Help Is Available.  If you need expert professional advice, you can call or email the Referee Assistance Team coordinators to discuss a problem or interpret a law correctly: 


Paul Mungra

703 503-9662

Email:  soccerref5@netzero.net 


Jack Deplitch

703-455-2831

Email:  jack.deplitch@verizon.net

When the Weather Is Bad.  All field closures will be posted on your Assignor’s Arbiter announcement page for that weekend—website is: www.arbitersports.com.  Make sure that you select the right assignor for the weekend in question.

· If you cannot get to a computer on a rainy morning, call your assignor.

· If there is no information posted on the Arbiter websites or an assignor hasn’t called you, go to your assignment!  Do not assume that a game has been canceled because it is raining.  If you get to the field and the game isn’t played, you get paid for the game, so you gain by showing up.

· If you are going to a game from work, church, or after another game, check before you go.  Assignors cannot pay refs who go to canceled games after we’ve made a good faith effort to post cancellations.

· Always check your assignments one final time before you leave for your game.

· During thunder and lightning storms, ALL games should be suspended and players sent to their cars. If the game cannot be resumed in the required time (30 minutes from the last lightning strike), then the teams are sent home and a report is submitted.

	What is the Arbiter System?

The Arbiter system (found at www.arbitersports.com is an online database system that your assignor uses to assign you soccer games.  The Arbiter system contains a list of all the games to be assigned (the master schedule), the referee's personal game schedule, a place for Center Referees to add a game report, as well as any important announcements posted by the Assignor.  Your Assignor must add you to their database if you wish to be assigned games.  To be added, simply complete the attached Referee Profile form and send (or fax) to your assignor.  You may also send an email to your Assignor listing your full name, date of birth, email address, and phone number (home and cell).  After the Assignor adds you to his/her Arbiter database, you will receive an email message indicating that you have been added to the Assignor's Arbiter database along with instructions on how to log in to the Arbiter system.
	Blocking Dates and Times

If you are unavailable on specific dates and times, you must block them in the Arbiter system.

1.  At the Main Page, click BLOCKS at the top of the page

2.  Select either Block All Day or Block Part Day.

3.  Enter the date and/or time you are not available in the appropriate sections.

4.  Click Apply button.

To clear blocked dates/times, click Clear Block (at Step #2 above), then continue with steps 3 and 4.

5.  Exit this area when you are done.

Attaching Yourself to a Team

If you do not wish to be assigned games for a specific team (ex. your child's team), you will need to attach yourself to those games.

1.  At the Main Page, click Schedule then click on attach under schedule
2.  Select Sport (ex.  Soccer).

3.  Select Level  (ex.  W19D3).

4.  Select Team  (ex. Alex Avalanche).

5.  Click Attach button.

6.  Click Submit button.

7.  Exit this area when done.
	Requesting Game Assignments

If you wish to be assigned games, complete the attached Referee Profile Form.  On this form, you can opt to be pre‑assigned games for the entire season or be assigned games on a specific date and/or field location, etc.

You may also review the Arbiter master schedule (list of games) and request games by email.  To send an email to your Assignor to request specific games, click the Support link (at the top of the screen) a list of contacts will appear.

2.  Type an email to the Assignor requesting the game providing the game numbers (or dates and field location) in the email message.

Note:  If the game(s) is still available, the Assignor will assign you the game using the Arbiter system.  You will then receive an email indicating that you have been assigned the game(s).  It is important that you review your assigned games ASAP in your Arbiter Schedule and Accept or Decline the game as soon as possible.

	Arbiter Login Procedure

Once you have been notified that you have been added to the Assignor's Arbiter database, follow the instructions below (or in the email) to log into the Arbiter system:

1.  Get on the Internet and go to the following website: www.arbitersports.com
2.  Type in your full email address and password in the upper right corner.

3.  If you are signed up with more than one Assignor, click on the appropriate icon in the Sign In column (far right) to select the appropriate assignor.

4.  You will be taken to the Arbiter Main Page (main page).  Any current announcements and a menu system will be displayed.

Changing Your Arbiter Password

1.  At the Main Page, click Profile in the black bar.  Then, click Password on the gray bar.

2.  Type in your “current” password followed by typing in your new password twice.  3.  Click Change button.
	Reviewing the Master Schedule

1.  At the Main Page, click on schedule and under schedule, master schedule will appear
2.  Filter (search) out the games you are most interested in [ex. by date, site (location of field), etc.].  Make your selections from the boxes at the top of the screen.

3.  Click View Slots.

You will now see a screen with games matching the criteria you setup as your filter.

4.  Scroll through the games to view openings.  Note:  If you see an open slot, please note that the slot may have been offered to another referee, and they have not yet accepted the game.  Only the names of the referees who have accepted their games will be displayed.

5.  Write down the game numbers before exiting this screen.
	Viewing Your Schedule

Once you have been assigned games, your ArbiterSports schedule will list those games.

1.  At the Main Page, click Schedule.

2.  Click Show All if you do not see all of the games you have been assigned, especially games from a previous week.

3.  Important:  You must accept or decline the games you have been assigned as soon as possible.  Failing to do so may cause you to lose assignments if you do not respond in a timely manner.  Click Accept or Decline to notified the Assignor of your willingness or inability to work the game(s).  Consider carefully whether you can work the game.  Accepting a game and then turning the game back in must be avoided at all cost.

	Updating Your Contact Information

1.  At the Main Page, click Profile at the top of the page, and click Information..

2.  Enter your current information such as your name, address, and date of birth.

3.  Click on Phones to add any contact phone numbers.

4.  Click on the disk icon to save.
	Are You Ready??

When you are ready to be assigned games, click Profile on the black bar , and then click Information.   Send your assignor an email to let them know you are ready for assignments.  Then, your Assignor will be able to assign games to you.  Read your email often throughout the season to keep yourself up-to-date.
	Printing Schedule with Fees

1.  At the Main Page, click Schedule to access your game schedule.

2.  Click Schedule again (in the left column).

3.  Select the type of format you wish to view the schedule in (ex.  PDF or HTML).

4.  Click Print Preview button.

5.  Exit this area when done.

	What to do after you have finished your certification clinic


Uniform:  The first thing you should do after finishing your certification clinic is to order your uniform.  It is recommended that you start out with the basic “starter kit.”  This kit will include; gold jersey, black shorts, black socks with white stripes, whistle, data wallet and red/yellow cards.  Some starter kits will provide upgrades to include flags and an additional jersey.  You can purchase these kits on most soccer websites for a reasonable price.  Some websites are:  www.scoresports.com, www.badger-sports.com,  www.lawfive.com, www.officialsports.com, and www.soccersupplies.com.  There are many other websites to choose from for your soccer supply needs.

Assignors:  Your next step is to get in touch with your local referee assignor.  All certified assignors are listed on the State Referee Program web page: www.vadcsoccerref.com.  Most individual youth clubs have a webpage with this information on it.  You are a Nationally-certified referee and an independent contractor.  Several clubs in the area sponsor classes in the hopes that the referees will work for their club.  You may choose to work for any club or assignor who match your needs.  Each assignor has a different way of assigning.  Some will make assignments by phone or e-mail.  Others will have bi-monthly meetings that you would attend to be assigned games by their club.  NOTE:  Sharon Deplitch and Tarey Houston utilize the online Arbiter system to make assignments, but not all assignors use The Arbiter system as an assigning program.

Leagues:  All referees in the Northern Virginia area will receive a newsletter and a profile sheet from NCSL/WAGS before each season begins.  NCSL is National Capital Soccer League; these are boys travel teams.  WAGS is Washington Area Girls Soccer League; these are girls travel teams.  For these two leagues ARs are assigned starting at the 15 year old games for NCSL games and 14 year olds for WAGS games.  ODSL, which is another travel league, does use ARs starting on the 11 year old games. 

Grade 12 Assistant Referee:  If you are a Grade 12 referee, you are eligible to AR (assistant referee) any youth or amateur game.  In this area, Grade 12 referees are parents of travel players who participate in 12-14 year old teams in NCSL and 12 & 13 year old teams in WAGS. You do not have to limit yourself to just these games.  You can contact your local assignors to do other matches as well.

Grade 9 Referee:  If you are a Grade 9 referee (adult or youth), you are eligible to do recreational games.  A majority of these games are played on Saturdays.  You could be assigned centers from U-9 through U-14 level.  As an adult, you can be an assistant referee for up to the 14 year old level (in the NCSL and WAGS travel leagues).  After the first year of refereeing, you should be thinking of taking the Upgrade 8 clinic to move up to a Grade 8 referee.  Tournaments do use Grade 9 referees as ARs up to the 14 year old level.

Grade 8 Referee:  If you are a Grade 8 referee, you are eligible to referee youth or amateur games.  All assignments are based on age of the referee, emotional maturity, experience with the game of soccer, and availability.  It is always recommended that new referees begin in recreational games and work at gaining experience.  There are some new referees that do have the experience to start at the travel level, and they should contact the assignors for these games.

Tournaments:  If you are looking for tournaments, go to www.vysa.com.  Clubs sponsor tournaments so these would also be listed on individual club websites.

Your Profile:  All referees should keep their referee profile current on the State Referee Program web page: www.vadcsoccerref.com, as well as any accounts you may have with assignors.

	NCSL & WAGS REFEREE --PROFILE SHEET, Spring 2010

	How to Submit Your Spring 2010 Referee Profile Form:
(1) By Email: send it to both Sharon Deplitch at sharon.deplitch@verizon.net and Tarey Houston at tareyassignor@aol.com.  Please note:  An electronic version of this profile form will be sent to you embedded in an email message.  When you receive this email version, you can choose to click REPLY, and fill in the profile form directly in the email.

(2) By Regular Mail or Fax: send the form to: Sharon Deplitch, 6107 Bardu Ave. Springfield, VA  22152. 

             FAX:  703-912-3704.  Sharon will forward these to Tarey.



This referee profile form is sent to ALL registered referees in the Northern Virginia Area.  This does not mean that ALL referees are qualified to work NCSL/WAGS games.  NCSL is National Capital Soccer Leagues and WAGS is Washington Area Girls Soccer League.  These games are travel (competitive) games ranging in ages from   9 to 19 year old players.

Grade 8 Referees:  Most Grade 8 referees should have at least one year of working games before refereeing travel games. 
Grade 12 Referees:  If you are a Grade 12 referee (STAR), then we can assign you as an Assistant Referee on most games.  

Grade 9 Referees:  If you are a Grade 9 referee then you should be contacting your local area assignor for recreational games. 

If you are already working as a referee with Sharon and Tarey, send us both a signed e-mail telling us how you would like to be assigned. Click “READY to be Assigned” on your arbiter account, make sure your personal information is updated with current address and phone numbers and add your blocks to your calendar. Alternately, you can return a completed profile sheet.

Social Security Numbers:  For tax purposes, all assignors must collect Social Security Numbers.  You can provide your SSN on this form, list your SSN in ArbiterSports.com (once you have an on-line account), OR you MUST call the assignor before the end of the season to provide your SSN. We cannot pay you without your Social Security Number.

	Please fill this out completely for pay purpose:
	DATE OF BIRTH
	

	Name:
	Referee Grade
	

	Address:
	Home Phone 
	

	City: 
	Work Phone 
	

	Zip Code:
	Cell Phone
	

	Social Security #:
	Email: 

	 How long have you been a referee?
	Use email available 24/7 if possible


The chart below shows the weekends that we will be assigning games.  By filling in this chart, you are letting us know what dates/times you are available to referee.  If you have unlimited availability, indicate in the chart "ALL DAY."  If you fill in the chart, we will assume you wish to be pre-assigned for the dates and times you indicated.  If you do not fill out any available dates/times, we will assume you will contact us week to week for game assignments.


	Date
	Day
	Assignor
	Time Avail., ex: 1:00-5:00 or ALL DAY
	Date
	Day
	Assignor
	Time Avail., ex: 9:00-1:00 or ALL DAY

	4/10
	Sat
	Deplitch
	
	4/11
	Sun
	Deplitch
	

	4/17
	Sat
	Houston
	
	4/18
	Sun
	Houston
	

	4/24
	Sat
	Deplitch
	
	4/25
	Sun
	Deplitch
	

	5/1
	Sat
	Houston
	
	5/2
	Sun
	Houston
	

	5/8
	Sat
	Deplitch
	
	5/9
	Sun
	Deplitch
	

	5/15
	Sat
	Houston
	
	5/16
	Sun
	Houston
	

	5/22
	Sat
	Deplitch
	
	5/23
	Sun
	Deplitch
	

	6/5
	Sat
	Houston
	
	6/6
	Sun
	Houston
	

	6/12
	Sat
	Deplitch
	
	6/13
	Sun
	Deplitch
	



Distance you are willing to travel for games:   ___________________________________________________
Highest Level You Have Centered____________________  Highest Level You Have Been an AR_____________________
Are you on the State Cup Referee list?  ________  If you are, then you will not be pre-assigned games for Saturdays unless you request them.  Contact Mike Newman for State Cup games.  His email is:  newman_soccer@verizon.net
Do you need an assessment?  Maintenance_________   or Upgrade 7  ________.  We assign you the assessment games, BUT you must contact Chuck Watts to schedule an assessment.  His email is:  chuck22193@verizon.net









