MINUTES OF CLUB REP MEETING

Wednesday, March 23, 2005

SHERATON COLLEGE PARK

WAGS BOARD OF DIRECTOR IN ATTENDANCE:  Kathie Diapoulis, (President), Mike Sybert (Treasurer), Lula Bauer (R & D Director)

WAGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ABSENT AND EXCUSED:  Walt Lenar (VA Vice President)

WAGS BOARD OF DIRECTORS ABSENT: Pat Lusk (Secretary), Henry Dubina ( MD Vice President)

WAGS EMPLOYEES IN ATTENDANCE:  Robin Miller (League Administrator)

CLUBS IN ATTENDANCE:   ABGC, ALEX, ARL, ASA , ASC, BAC, BAYS, BETH, BSU, CALV, CHAN,CRFT, CSA, DCST, DSC, EPIC, FPYC, FRED, FREE, FWAS, GHSC, GRFL, GSC, HERN, HSC, LAUR, LMVSA, MCLN, MCSA, MSC, OLNY, POT, PSC, PWSI, REST, SAC, SEVP, SMU, SSA, STAF, SYC, TASC, TSC, VIST, VYS, WALD,WSC, WWSC

CLUBS ABSENT AND EXCUSED: BRYC, CSC, CYA ,MATT,  SWYA,

CLUBS ABSENT:    FCSC, FSC, LOUD,LRSC, NCSA, STER, VSA, WIN

Kathie Diapoulis called the meeting to order at 7:30pm

League Notes

Officers Report:   

Treasurer:  Mike distributed a financial statement to the Club Reps for their review.  He stated that the league has been loosing money for the past few years and the BOD will be reviewing the financials regarding the league.  Mike spoke about the rising costs of securing fields for the tournament and how that is effecting the tournament profits.

He also stated that the T-bills that WAGS had purchased are not making the interest that they did back in the 1990’s.  

R & D Director:   Lula reminded the membership that if a parent is asked to leave the field or is warned, the coach will be assessed the red or yellow card.

Administrator:  Robin reviewed the following with the membership:

     Scheduling:  U-11 and U-12 teams will begin play at 12:00pm on Sundays when possible.  

     There may be instances where they must play prior to 12:00pm; such as coaching conflicts,  

      and Scheduling requests.                                                  

Coaching Conflicts:  It was impossible to de-conflict 100% of the coaching conflicts.  In most cases 99% of the conflicts were resolved.  In some cases, however, a coach may have 1-2 conflicts.  In very rare instances there may be 2. If there are more then 2, please contact the WAGS Office.  If playing on MD Soccer Plex, it was more difficult to de-conflict the games. 

State Cup Games:   It is imperative that the teams contact the league office with the conflicts.  They must familiarize themselves with WAGS Rule I.6.d.  They must contact WAGS immediately after the completion of their cup match if they are going to advance to the next round.  

MD teams:  Again, according to Rule I.6.d, the teams must notify the WAGS office if they advance  to the next round on April 24th after their game on April 23rd .  They are to call from the field immediately following their game.  They must provide the WAGS game number of the conflict.  

Hotline Number:  The hotline number is available for club reps and primary contacts on their WAGS pages.  The reason the number is not published is because it would take up to 2 hours to update the hotline with field closures because the referees, other leagues and other individuals were using this service.  

The procedure for a field closure is as follows:


Club rep/field coordinator call the WAGS office (not email)


Club rep contacts the teams


Primary contact of the team contacts the opponent


Primary contact of the team contacts the team members.

Game Report Cards:  Please fill these cards out completely; game number, field, age group, etc.  This is very important information for the league and referee purposes.  

White Away Team Forms:  As last season, the forms are available on line.

      Mandatory Registration Meeting:  The mandatory registration meeting will be held June11th at the following location:


MD – 9:00am-1:00pm   Marriott Bethesda


VA – 3:00pm -7:00pm   Marriott Tyson’s Corner

President’s Report:

Important Dates:  

· New Club Entry due April 1st 
· League begins April 9th   

· Festival in the Park Applications due April 25th 
· Adele Dolansky Scholarships due into the league office no later than May 1st.  The applications are on line and Robin will be emailing them to the teams.

· WAGS AGM June 16th
· Festival in the Park  June 18-19th
· WAGS Tournament App. Deadline July 12th
.
GRFL Letter:  Kathie read a letter of apology to the membership from Tony LaManna (GRFL President) regarding the comments the club made regarding the Cugini Soccer Club.

Cugini Soccer Club:  Because of a personal emergency, The Cugini SC was unable to attend to address the membership.

College Program:  WAGS/NCSL have joined together to offer parents of college bound players to attend the College Bound Seminar on May 15th at the Marriott Tyson’s Corner from 7:00-9:00pm. Reservations are required but admission is free.  Kathie stated that because of the history of individuals not showing up for events that were not mandated, if this is not well attended by WAGS, there will be a cost for events in the future.

Sportsview TV:  The membership did not subscribe to these events, therefore, Kathie is trying to better utilize the program in the future.  

Dr. Dan Friegang:  Dr. Dan is in the process of transferring follow-up materials for the TSL Program, which will be available for each team through their team page.

MSYSA AGM:  MSYSA will hold it’s AGM on Sunday, April 3rd from 4:00pm-6:00pm at the Columbia Hilton hotel.  Because of the unusual by-laws of MSYSA, WAGS is published as having only one vote, although Kathie is arguing for at least 2.  All travel teams votes revert back to their club. Kathie invited Ben Neil, who is running against the current MSYSA President, Mary Ann Kapcala, to say a few words later as to why he feels so strongly about this upcoming election and as to what the result could mean to the MSYSA teams.  Kathie would have invited Mary Ann as well, however, she is traveling in Brazil with the ODP team.

VYSA:  VYSA has passed some major changes that we must look at before the Fall 2005 season.  We will also have to discuss how MSYSA will feel about these changes.

The Multi-roster motion failed in VYSA.

VYSA Club Passes:  There will be no State Roster.  There will be separate Cup roster and a league roster. All rosters will be on the same template through VYSA.   More details to follow.

Kid Safe:  WAGS will be responsible for verifying Kid Safe Forms that were submitted by the travel teams.  Clubs will only be responsible for their Rec teams will still send their forms to VYSA.

Referee Recert and Certification:  There are very few opportunities for the referees to take their recert. or certification courses. 

 Referee Bonus: WAGS/NCSL have joined efforts in the referee bonus program this season. 20 games = $100.00 and 30 games = $200.00.

Referees:   WAGS will be offering a ‘pay on the field” trial program for the Fall 2005 season.  The U-15D1 age group will pay the referees on the field.  A breakdown of fees will be available.  The teams will initially pay the full WAGS fee (including ref fees).  The ref fees will be reimbursed after division structure, when the teams are notified as to their division.  This format is an experiment to see if we can get better referee coverage.

DC United:  DC United will be hosting three games with special for the WAGS players.  Flyers  will be available on our web site for download.

Festival in the Park:  Festival in the Park will be kicking off this year on Father’s Day weekend. All U-10 and U-11 teams are invited to attend.  Application is on our web site.  I flyer was also put in all of the U-11 manual packets.

Region I:  Region 1 has approved the format of U-12 teams of either 11 v 11 or 8 v 8 beginning in 2006.  A roster of 22 has been approved for the U-17 and U-19 teams beginning Fall 2005.

Guest Speaker:  Ben Neil began by thanking Kathie for inviting him to the meeting.  Ben served on the MSYSA Board for 7 years. Six of those years were in the position of Treasurer.   He has also coached and refereed for the youth programs within MSYSA.  

Ben stated that there were nine positions up for re-election and only one be contested, the President.  

Ben is hoping that, if elected, he will put MSYSA back to where it was seven years ago by getting rid of the “trinkets, trash, and travel” mentality.  Ben raised several questions regarding the memberships lack of  knowledge of the current situation of MSYSA.  He also pointed out that if the current fee increase “which MSYSA promised there would not be another one after last year’s”, is approved, some players would be paying once but two or three times for this registration program.

In closing, Ben urged all club reps to report back to their clubs in order that they are in attendance to vote at the AGM.

Good of the Game:  Lula gave the following stories.

“The over the top parent” – a parent wanted a college coach to view the entire video of her daughter’s soccer game,  but the coach only wanted portions of it.  The mother wouldn’t give up so the coach finally told her to give him the entire video.  After reviewing the video, the coach decided that there was one good player that he was interested in. Unfortunately, for the mother who gave the coach the video, it was not her daughter. This story was a introduction to the importance of attending the College Seminar being hosted by WAGS and NCSL.

On a more somber note:  A 13 year old girl had leukemia. Lula met the parents and player a few years ago. They kept in touch.  The girl had lost her hair and quit playing soccer on her D1 team because was too tired.  Lula saw the family at a high school game.  The girl, going through chemo, loosing her hair, had a radiant smile on her face.  He told Lula she was not able to try out for her high school team because she was too tired and could not run.  As the family talked, they realized that there was an organization out there that helps kids such as this girl.  The organization is called Soccer Kicks for Cancer , The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  Their web site address is www.soccerkicksforcancer.org.

Please visit the WAGS web site for further details, if your club would like to get involved.  

With no further business the meeting was adjourned.








Respectfully Submitted








Robin Miller,

WAGS League Administrator

