MINUTES OF WAGS AGM

Thursday, June 19, 2008

Fairview Park Marriott

WAGS Board of Directors in Attendance:  Kathie Diapoulis, (President), Lula Bauer (R&D Director), Lynn Arndt (VP, Maryland), Pat Lusk (Secretary), Mike Sybert (Treasurer)
Clubs not present:  ABGC, BAYS, CSC. GRFL, LAUR, MCLN, ODFC, POT, STER, 

Also in attendance:  Robin Miller, Administrator; Jean Knotts, Assistant Administrator
Guest:  Marie Langford

Kathie Diapoulis called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and roll call was taken.

R&D Director –  Thanked the clubs for dealing with everything including the weather.

Secretary – Pat stated that three (3) clubs apply for entry into WAGS.  The committee approved one of them (DAA) for consideration by the Club Reps.    

VP Maryland  - Lynn attended the MSYSA AGM.  She reviewed the changes that are taking place at MSYSA including a new Executive Director.  Marie Langford was an Administrator of ODP in Europe for many years.  Clubs are needed to host referee classes.  If any club is interested in hosting a class please contact Lynn or MSYSA. Lynn also discussed TOPSoccer and Buddies for Soccer.  More information regarding these organizations will be available on our web site shortly.

MSYSA Executive Director:  Marie spoke briefly about the office and the staff.  She stated that everyone in the office is accessible and that she has an ‘open door policy’.  She stated that she will be visiting every club in MSYSA.
Administrative Assistant -  Jean reviewed the number of tryout ads that she has received. Teams must read the tryout web site for complete details. A total of  262 ads have been posted, with 152 submissions not meeting the posted criteria. This reflects an error rate of 58%.

Sportsmanship Evaluation Cards: A total of 521 Sportsmanship Evaluation Cards have been submitted to date. With a total of 4354 cards that could be submitted, this translates to at 12% response rate. There were six clubs whose teams received no R&D cards during the season: ASA, CALV, EPIC, ODFC, SMU and WIN. Congratulations to these clubs for consistently demonstrating good sportsmanship.

All Champion and Runner-Up teams were given until June 18 to ensure that their correct contact information is in the database. Trophies will be ordered this week. They will be shipped directly to the teams from the manufacturer in New Jersey, with a projected delivery of mid-July.

WAGS Administrator Well, we got through another rainy season and on top of the league games canceled due to rain, we had state cup in both states canceled because of rain. With that said, you know how I like to throw numbers out, well here it goes.  We rescheduled 1431 games.  We had a total of 2177 games for the spring.  This is 66% of the total games.  Now, not every game was rescheduled. Some games were rescheduled as many as four times.  The majority of the teams were very patient and accepted the fact that it rained.  We did have one team who was not happy with their rescheduled matches and over 50 emails were exchanged for 4 games/1 team..  This is not including the emails that Jean received or the phone calls that we received.  Teams need to understand that we had an entire group of games that needed to be rescheduled and we cannot spend days on end on a few matches.

Now onto the fall season.
 Robin reviewed the following with the Membership. The procedures on how to enter a new team are as follows:

· Must add as a new team – computer will give an “A” number

· Robin will change it to the “W” number.

· Must use your pin number given to your by the club rep for tryout ads and updating contact information.  

· Move teams from the right column to the left for fall season.

Mandatory Registration Meeting will be held on Saturday, August 16th.  Because we do not have any information on the new teams, it is your responsibility as club rep to inform the teams of this meeting.  It has been on our web site for over a month also. At the meeting this year, will be handing out a Team Manager’s Manual.  We will also put it on line for returning managers.  We will also be holding an additional meeting in March for the incoming teams for the spring season.

Checks were issued to the teams who played 7 games and paid to play 9 games in the U-19 age group.  Checks were made payable to the club and mailed to the club address. An email was sent to the teams informing them that the checks were mailed to their respective clubs.

Because teams are just forming and most teams have not selected their TSL Representative for the Fall season, the TSL Forms are not due into the WAGS office until the August 25th . The forms are to be sent in by the club rep as a whole.  Individual teams are not to send the forms in separately.

STAR cards were due into the office 5 days after the last game of the season.  We will accept the forms to June 23rd.  This is 15 days after the last day of league play.  I am hoping to have all checks sent to the teams no later than the middle of July.  There are teams that did not complete the STAR cards properly, therefore the checks will be mailed to the club address.  

We have put a Welcome Letter on line.  We also sent it to all club reps for distribution to their new teams.
President Report  - Kathie reviewed important deadlines.


June 20 – Fees and Forms are due


June 21 – VYSA AGM


June 22 – Washington Freedom and D.C. United/ Doubleheader at RFK Stadium

Robin was honored with the U-18 Girls State Cup Perpetual Trophy for MSYSA. She told the story of how Robin was surprised when Ben Neil pulled off the name plaque with her name on it.  

 Kathie congratulated all of the State Cup winners in Maryland and Virginia and wished them all good luck at Regionals.

Adele Dolansky Scholarship – Lynn Arndt, Adele Dolansky Scholarship Committee Chairperson spoke about the recipients and Adele Dolansky presented the following girls the Adele Dolansky Scholarship Awards:

Kimberly Ann Byrnes

Amy Olson

Moriah Van Vlerah

Jordan Zarone

D.C. United Drawing -  WAGS purchased 14 extra tickets the D.C. United/L.A. Galaxy match to raffle off as a thank you for the club reps..  The following clubs won tickets to the game:

SYA, WALD, REST, CSA

New Club Entry – Davidsonville  fielded questions from the club reps regarding new club entry.  

Pat discussed  DAA with the membership.  A motion was made, second motion and discussion.  After discussion a vote was taken and motion passed – Davidsonville is now a member of WAGS.  BRYC was the lone club opposed to accepting the club.  

Election of Officers -  Motion was made to approve  posted slate of Officers. Membership unanimously approved the motion for the year 2008-2009:



VP Virginia
 -
Bob Emeritz

Secretary
-
Pat Lusk



VP Maryland
-
Lynn Arndt 

Proposed Rule Changes/Policy changes -  To be sent in a separate email

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm








Respectfully Submitted,








Robin Miller, WAGS League Adminstrator

