 MINUTES OF WAGS MEETING

Thursday, January 21, 2010
Sheraton College Park

WAGS Board of Directors in Attendance:  Kathie Diapoulis, (President), Lynn Arndt (MD Vice President), Sally D’Italia (Treasurer), Pat Lusk (Secretary),
Board Members excused.  Bob Emeritz (VP Virginia)
Employees in Attendance:   Robin Miller (Administrator), Jean Knotts (Administrative Assistant), 
Clubs not present:  ABGC, CSC, CUGI, LAUR 
Due to Kathie Diapoulis’ illness, Lynn Arndt ran the meeting. Lynn called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and roll call was taken.

Secretary:  Pat stated that two new clubs applied for new club entry into WAGS.  The New Club Committee voted not to bring either club before the membership for a vote.  

PAC – submitted application in the past and they did not bring anything new to the table.  They do not have a recreational program or new fields.  Both criteria are required.


PFA – Recently formed – no new teams 

Treasurer:  Sally reviewed the financial report with the membership. Questions were asked by the BRYC Club Rep regarding last year’s rebate and why the fees were higher for WAGS than NCSL.  Kathie Diapoulis responded that the answers to all of those questions can be found in the 2009 minutes. Kathie also stated that the league will be changing from a fiscal to a calendar year for tax reporting purposes.
VP Maryland:  
State Cup: Applications are due on February 20th for U14-U18. The State Cup draw will be held March 7th, with finals to be held on June 5th at the SoccerPlex.
MSYSA Workshop: To be held on June 12th at the SoccerPlex. All are invited (both MD and VA). Please encourage your teams and families to attend. This event will be a SoccerFestival – filled with activities for soccer players. MSYSA is teaming with Washington Freedom and sponsoring the WPS game that day, which is being held at the SoccerPlex.

Registration: Starting next fall, there will be a new registration system in place. MSYSA is working with Youth Leagues, which has a proven track record among our clubs already and is very user-friendly.
Regionals: MSYSA has submitted a bid to host regionals for 2011-2012. Just yesterday, a contingent from Region 1 visited the area and were joined by representatives from MSYSA, local government and businesses. They visited the proposed sites for the games and hotels. We are competing with Eastern Pennsylvania for this opportunity.
Washington Freedom: Everyone was given a letter from out new account rep from the Washington Freedom, Jaclyn Benjamin. Jaclyn has set out several programs that the Freedom began last year: the Coaches Club, Membership Program and Training Programs. She hopes to establish a partnership with every club in the league. Please give her a call or email her.
Opening Day for the Freedom is April 10th.
Finally, we are very proud that two WAGS players were selected for the WPS draft last weekend. Mary Casey, a PWSI player, Adele Dolansky Scholarship winner and powerhouse at the University of Maryland, was a fourth round draft pick and is going to the LA Sol. Mara Osher, who grew up in the Bethesda Club, is returning to our area from Boston University. Mara was drafted by the Washington Freedom.

Two players, one from Virginia, one from Maryland, now about to play professionally. Congratulations to their clubs and to the league.

DC United: DC United opener will be held Saturday, April 3rd. Scott Miller will remain your rep although he has been promoted and has a new position with the team. Scott is now the Director of Youth Marketing. Scott’s information: (202) 587-5435 or s.miller@dcunited.com.

WAGS Administrator:  STAR checks have been mailed to the primary contact on record from the Fall 2009 season or the club rep if the team did not properly complete the STAR Card.
Sportsmanship Awards – Sportsmanship award winners will be receiving a rebate of $100 once again this season.  Those checks will be mailed out shortly.  We needed to ensure that all Game Report Cards were submitted and all red and yellow cards entered.
The team contact info is on line.  Teams must use their user id and password to access the information.  Please send all teams within your club their new pin number.
Field Forms are due February 8th.

Scheduling Request Forms due February 9th
President’s Report: The annual VYSA Workshop will be held at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City on January 22-23.  WAGS is one of the sponsors this year.  Last year’s event was wonderful.  Everyone should take advantage of this opportunity since it is in our own back yard.

Please note that we have added a deadline of February 17th to request a review of division structure placement.  The Board is more than willing to hear appeals, but last season there were requests rolling in even after the schedule was posted, which is not do-able.
Kathie had the honor of being able to present the NSCAA Women’s Award of Excellence (an award which WAGS sponsors) to Louise Waxler this past weekend.  The monies will be used to fund a scholarship in the name of Charlotte Moran, a past recipient and dear friend of Louise’s who lost her battle with pancreatic cancer last May. 

Melissa Hunt, WAGS player and Girl Scout, contacted Kathie regarding WAGS sponsoring her as she worked toward her Girl Scout Gold Award project.  Melissa’s project involves positive sideline behavior. She was making signs and posting them at local soccer fields in Arlington.  
Important Dates for VA State Cup: U-12/U-14


3/19 – Application deadline


4/6 – Draw


4/15 – roster frozen


4/17 1st day of play

President’s Cup Dates


2/17 – Application Deadline


March/April – games
Prior to the vote, Kathie explained the importance of filling the vacant position of WAGS R&D Director.  She also explained that when Lula resigned it was effective immediately.  There was very little time to find someone to fill this position; therefore the BOD recommended the following slate of officers for the Spring 2010 season. 

The membership believes that the current process for elections is lacking, and asked the BOD to provide a more comprehensive process. 
Motion was made to approve posted slate of Officers.  Membership approved the motion.
R&D Director – Sally D’Italia

Treasurer – Pat Lusk

Secretary – Jim Bruno

The Slate of Officers was approved.

Policy Change:  Approved as amended 
Add: phone and 

Teams will continue to have the option to request one Saturday and one Sunday as non-play days each season. Should a team be informed of their acceptance into a tournament subsequent to submitting a schedule request form, but prior to the pubic release of the schedule, teams may request a schedule adjustment as follows:

1. The team will contact the League office via phone and email to request a change to their previously request byes. 

2. Team will provide pertinent information such as the tournament play dates as well as the dates of the originally requested byes.

3. The originally submitted byes will be voided. The scheduling request will be updated to reflect the new dates.

4. Each team will be entitled to only one such request per season (Saturday and Sunday).

This is for USYS-sanctioned tournaments ONLY.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm







Respectfully Submitted,








Robin Miller, WAGS League Administrator
